*do unjufl

I [peak. not this without” ac nowledging it to be both juft and -
meet, that. the aftions and proceedings of the Juftices of Peace

fhould be well and duly looked'into, and themfelves worthy to be

punifbed, when through malice, or other corruption, they fhall

le: But if through unwilling ignorace they happento

err and do amifs, they are rather tobe better informed_than ill

 intreated. Nemo nafcitur fapiens; & humanum eft errare.

"1 ame ‘bild to write sinto you, my worthy Maflers and Wor[bipful

. Friends, and. the reft of this Honourable Fellowfbip , knowing
that there be many among you daily rifing to great Places, whole

Honour it will be tomaintain the life of the Law and Fuflice of the

‘Realm, with the excellency thereof, in caufing due_Execution

thereof to be had and done 5 redreffing the abufes and defels there-
of, and incouraging fuch a5 [ball cairy themfelves jufte, fidelicer,

& fingere : Again, that there be many among you of great Learn- ..

ing and Fudgment, by whom this my unperfe&t Work maj yea, and

1 hope ballbe mére publifbed and perfedied. And feeing fome others .. .
" amongfl you whofe Fortunes prove (s mine doth) to withdrany,
~ themfelzes into their Countries, I would gladly incourage “them: -
" toimploy their, better Talents to the common good: -

I acknowledge there be divers cther Books in this kind more
Learned and Methodical s but withal I obferze the bufinefs of the

. Juftices of Peacc to confift partly in things to be donelby then: out.of

their Seflions, (and Jometimes privately, and peradventure upon - - R

the [udden, without the advice o affociation of any other) and
" partly at their Sethons of the Peacc. Of thingsof this laft hind
I papofe not in this Trcaufe to meddle, for that at fuch publick,

Mcetings and Affemblics 1hey are far more able 10 divet them-

[elves : but for the private and [udden betp of fuech Julticesof

Peace, who peradventure have not read gverthe former Writers,

. and if they bave, yet the multiplicity of Statutes (whereupor the
Office and private Prattice of Juttices of Peace ‘doth principally

confifl).is fuch, andat every Parliament fo altered,by Expiration,

Difcontinuance, and otherwile, as that it is a Work very bard and

laborious {or Gentlemen mot € onwerfant in the fludy of the Laws
(altbough otherwife very indufirious) to proceed as by the Com-
mifJion they ought and are preferibed, fc. fecundum Leges 8 Sta-

~ tuta Regni; pon thefe confiderations, and for their eafe princi-
pally, 1have publifbed this Works knowing that there be divers,
- both Honourable and Warihy Perfons in the Country, fome of whom
for want of knowledge of the many particular Statutes in forceand

tedionfuefs of the fludy of them.do Jeek to be exempt out of the

- Commiffion of #he Peace 5 others being in, do forbear someddle,
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